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1 Kenneth W. Stein, The Land Question in Palestine, 1917-1939, Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press,
1984 is the original monographic basis upon which this research was conducted 50 years ago. Since then, some
130 monthly reports and protocols of the Minutes of the Jewish National Fund on Zionist land policy, 1922-1948
were extensively used in researching and writing this article. Other sources used, included Palestinian Arab
newspapers, British Colonial Office and Foreign Office files, Land Registry and Land Department files of the
Palestine Administration, and political department files of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Colonial Office material
is particularly extensive in its coverage of the 1940 LTR their attempted application and circumventions.

2 Remarks by Chaim Weizmann to British Prime Minister Chamberlain, 2 February 1939, Central Zionist Archives
(CzA) Jewish Agency for Palestine, Political Series S25/file 7642.

3 Kenneth W. Stein, Forming a Nucleus for the Jewish State 1882-1947, August 2019, Center for Israel Education,
https://israeled.org/forming-a-nucleus-for-the-jewish-state-1882-1947/ By carefully placing 315 Jewish
settlements on a series of successive maps of Palestine, covering the period from 70CE to 1947, coded maps and
verbal histories provide clarity on where and over what period of time to Jewish nation building took place.
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4 |bid. A comparison of the 1947 suggested areas for the Jewish state in the UN Partition Plan for Palestine of
November 29, 1947 with the map of Jewish settlements substantially mirrors previous Jewish land purchase
concentrations, pp. 32-33.

5 Kenneth W. Stein, ‘Theodor Herzl’s Jewish State; Explanation and Analysis,” Center for Israel Education, June
2010, https://israeled.org/herzl-the-jewish-question/

5 Meyer W. Weisgal (ed.), The Letters and Papers of Chaim Weizmann, July 1920-December 1921, Volume X, Series
A, Transaction Books, Rutgers, New Jersey, and Israel Universities Press, Jerusalem, 1977.
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7 Great Britain. Mandate for Palestine, July 24,1922, https://israeled.org/resources/documents/mandate-
palestine/

8 See Alan Dowty, ‘A Question that Outweighs All Others’: Yitzhak Epstein and Zionist Recognition of the Arab
Issue,” Israel Studies, Vol 6, No.1 (Spring 2001), pp.34-54; Anita Shapira, Land and Power: The Zionist Resort to
Force 1881-1948, New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), pp.40-52; Yosef Gorny, Zionism and the
Arabs, 1882-1948 (Oxford, UK, 1987), pp 29-39; Arthur Ruppin, ‘The Relationship of the Jews to the Arabs,’ Der
Jude, Vol 3, (1918-1919), pp. 453-457; and, Hans Kohn,’Concerning the Arab Question,” Der Jude Vol. 4, (1919-
1920), pp. 567-569.
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Philip Khoury, Urban Notables and Arab Nationalism The Politics of Damascus, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge University Press, 1983, pp. 26-29; Beshara Douumani, Rediscovering Palestine, Merchants
and Peasants in Jabal Nablus, 1700-1900, Berkeley, 1995, p. 159. For a more detailed history of the evolution of
land ownership, land registration and land use in Palestine, see Stein, The Land Question, pp. 9-34.

10k, Mills, Census of Palestine, 1931, pp.18-19 and Class |. Production of Raw Materials, Vol 1, Palestine, 1932,
p.289.

11 Kenneth W. Stein, ‘Palestine’s Rural Economy, 1917-1939,” Studies in Zionism, Vol. 8, no. 1 (1987), pp. 25-49.
12 Information Center of the Palmach, The Hebrew Defender, Documents and Personalities in the 1936-39 Riots,
April 1944.Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem, Israel. For a detailed assessment of the impact of the 1936-1939
violence on the Palestinian rural economy, see Gershon Agronsky, ‘Palestine Arab Economy Undermined by
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13 Yaacov Shimoni, Areve Eretz Yisrael, [Arabs of Eretz-Yisrael], Tel Aviv, Am Oved, Chapter 9; Census for Palestine,
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Jerusalem, Israel.
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28 Remarks by Izzat Darwazzah, Palestinian Arab political leader, in a meeting of Palestinian and Syrian notables in
Damascus, 30 September1938, CZA, S25/105263; see also https://israeled.org/resources/documents/arab-
leaders-meeting-damascus/

2 Joseph Weitz, ‘Current Problems of the Jewish National Fund in reply to JNF Delegates,” October 1937, CZA,
$25/10250.

30 Eliyahu Epstein, ‘The Political Significance of Land Purchase, 31 December 1937, CZA, S25/10250;
https://israeled.org/resources/documents/jewish-national-fund/
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32 |n March 1939, by a vote of 14-1 in favor, with the Mufti of Jerusalem the lone dissenter, the Arab Higher
Committee rejected the British government’s 1939 offer to create a majority Arab state in Palestine in ten years.
See Mufti Hajj Amin al-Husayni Decision to Reject a Majority Palestinian Arab state, March 1939,
https://israeled.org/resources/documents/decision-to-reject-a-majority-palestinian-arab-state/

33 Great Britain. House of Commons, Command Papers. 6180. Palestine Land Transfers Regulations.
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34 |bid.

35 British Official Correspondence, 14 June 1940, CO 733/425/75872.

36 |bid.

37 Arab reaction to the LTR as recorded by the Colonial Office, No. 21, 13 June 1940, CO 733/425/ 75872.

38 David Ben-Gurion of the Jewish Agency to Palestine High Commissioner Sir Harold MacMichael, 27 February
1940, CO 733/418/75072.

39 The Palestine Administration, Land Transfer Inquiry Committee, November 1945. The original draft reports are
housed at the ISA (Israeli State Archives) Box SF/file 215/1/40 and Box LS 249/file 4. A copy of the report prepared
by British, Jewish and Arab officials may also be found at https://israeled.org/resources/documents/land-
transfer-inquiry-committee-report/
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Central Zionist Archives, KKL5.
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46 Stein, Forming a Nucleus for the Jewish State 1882-1947.
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