Copyright © CIE, June 2015. All Rights Reserved. No part of this compilation may be reproduced in any form,
except for the inclusion of brief quotations in review or research papers, without permission in writing from the publisher.
For educational use only.

190. Iraqi President Hussein’s Statement on Israel’s Right to Secure a State
(2 January 1983)
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I do not believe that forcing the Palestinians, under the current circumstances, to accept a
constitutional formula with any Arab State is a sound action. However, I believe that the
simultaneous existence of an independent Palestinian State acceptable to the Palestinians and the
existence of a secure state for the Israelis are both necessary.

I believe that you will be committing a grave mistake, unacceptable of course to the
Arabs and Iraq, if you think that Jordan is suitable as a Palestinian State. In other words, the
state of Palestine would be on the ecast bank of the Jordan, as some Israeli officials have
remarked. The Arabs would feel that their entire existence was threatened and that the political
map of their national entity could be threatened any time by an international conspiracy or by the
desire of this or that big power.
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