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Brothers, when Brother Anwar as-Sadat informed me of your decision to meet me I told him that I myself was
prepared to call on you at the National Assembly, but he said you were determined to come. I therefore
responded to this and I thank you heartily for your consideration.
I was naturally not surprised by the law which Brother Anwar as-Sadat read because I was notified of it before
I came here. However, I wish to thank you very much for your feelings and for the powers given me. I did not
ask for such powers because I felt that you and I were as one, that we could cooperate and work for the
sublime interest of this country, giving a great example of unselfishness and of work for the welfare of all.
Thanks be to God, for four years now the National Assembly has been working and has given great examples.
We have given great examples in cooperation and unselfishness and in placing before us the sublime and
highest objective - the interest of this nation.
I am proud of this resolution and law. I promise you that I will use it only when necessary. I will, however,
send all the laws to you. Thank you once again. The great gesture of moral support represented by this law is
very valuable to my spirit and heart. I heartily thank you for this feeling and this initiative.
The circumstances through which we are now passing are in fact difficult ones because we are not only
confronting Israel but also those who created Israel and who are behind Israel. We are confronting Israel and
the West as well -the West, which created Israel and which despised us Arabs and which ignored us before and
since 1948. They had no regard whatsoever for our feelings, our hopes in life, or our rights. The West
completely ignored us, and the Arab nation was unable to check the West's course.
Then came the events of 1956 - the Suez battle. We all know what happened in 1956. When we rose to
demand our rights, Britain, France and Israel opposed us, and we were faced with the tripartite aggression. We
resisted, however, and proclaimed that we would fight to the last drop of our blood. God gave us success and
God's victory was great.
Subsequently we were able to rise and to build. Now, eleven years after 1956, we are restoring things to what
they were in 1956. This is from the material aspect. In my opinion this material aspect is only a small part,
whereas the spiritual aspect is the great side of the issue. The spiritual aspect involves the renaissance of the
Arab nation, the revival of the Palestine question, and the restoration of confidence to every Arab and to every
Palestinian. This is on the basis that if we were able to restore conditions to what they were before 1956, God
will surely help and urge us to restore the situation to what it was in 1948.
Brothers, the revolt, upheaval and commotion which we now see taking place in every Arab country are not
only because we have returned to the Gulf of Aqaba or rid ourselves of the UNEF, but because we have
restored Arab honor and renewed Arab hopes.
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Israel used to boast a great deal, and the Western Powers, headed by the United States and Britain, used to
ignore and even despise us and consider us of no value. But now that the time has come - and I have already
said in the past that we will decide the time and place and not allow them to decide - we must be ready for
triumph and not for a recurrence of the 1948 comedies. We shall triumph, God willing.
Preparations have already been made. We are now ready to confront Israel. They have claimed many things
about the 1956 Suez war, but no one believed them after the secrets of the 1956 collusion were uncovered that mean collusion in which Israel took part. Now we are ready for the confrontation. We are now ready to
deal with the entire Palestine question.
The issue now at hand is not the Gulf of Aqaba, the Straits of Tiran, or the withdrawal of the UNEF, but the
rights of the Palestine people. It is the aggression which took place in Palestine in 1948 with the collaboration
of Britain and the United States. It is the expulsion of the Arabs from Palestine, the usurpation of their rights,
and the plunder of their property. It is the disavowal of all the UN resolutions in favor of the Palestinian
people.
The issue today is far more serious than they say. They want to confine the issue to the Straits of Tiran, the
UNEF and the right of passage. We demand the full rights of the Palestinian people. We say this out of our
belief that Arab rights cannot be squandered because the Arabs throughout the Arab world are demanding
these Arab rights.
We are not afraid of the United States and its threats, of Britain and its threats, or of the entire Western world
and its partiality to Israel. The United States and Britain are partial to Israel and give no consideration to the
Arabs, to the entire Arab nation. Why? Because we have made them believe that we cannot distinguish
between friend and foe. We must make them know that we know who our foes are and who our friends are and
treat them accordingly.
If the United States and Britain are partial to Israel, we must say that our enemy is not only Israel but also the
United States and Britain and treat them as such. If the Western Powers disavow our rights and ridicule and
despise us, we Arabs must teach them to respect us and take us seriously. Otherwise all our talk about
Palestine, the Palestine people and Palestinian rights will be null and void and of no consequence. We must
treat enemies as enemies and friends as friends.
I said yesterday that the States that champion freedom and peace have supported us. I spoke of the support
given us by India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Malaysia, the Chinese People's Republic and the Asian
and African States.
After my statements yesterday I met the War Minister Shams Badran and learned from him what took place in
Moscow. I wish to tell you today that the Soviet Union is a friendly Power and stands by us as a friend. In all
our dealings with the Soviet Union - and I have been dealing with the USSR since 1955 - it has not made a
single request of us. The USSR has never interfered with our policy or internal affairs. This is the USSR as we
have always known it. In fact, it is we who have made urgent requests of the USSR. Last year we asked for
wheat and they sent it to us. When I also asked for all kinds of arms they gave them to us. When I met Shams
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Badran yesterday he handed me a message from the Soviet Premier Kosygin saying that the USSR supported
us in this battle and would not allow any Power to intervene until matters were restored to what they were in
1956.
Brothers, we must distinguish between friend and foe, friend and hypocrite. We must be able to tell who is
making requests, who has ulterior motives and who is applying economic pressure. We must also know those
who offer their friendship to us for no other reason than a desire for freedom and peace.
In the name of the UAR people, I thank the people of the USSR for their great attitude which is the attitude of
a real friend. This is the kind of attitude that we expect. I said yesterday that we had not requested the USSR
or any other State to intervene because We really want to avoid any confrontation which might lead to a world
war and also because we really work for peace and advocate world peace. When we voiced the policy of nonalignment, our chief aim was world peace.
Brothers, we will work for world peace with all the power at our disposal, but we will also hold tenaciously to
our rights with all the power at our disposal. This is our course. On this occasion, I address myself to our
brothers in Aden and say: Although occupied with this battle, we have not forgotten you. We are with you. We
have not forgotten the struggle of Aden and the occupied South for liberation. Aden and the occupied South
must be liberated and colonialism must end. We are with them; present matters have not taken our minds from
Aden.
I thank you for taking the trouble to pay this visit. Moreover, your presence is an honour to the Qubbah Palace,
and I am pleased to have met you. Peace be with you.
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