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Brothers, at times of triumph and tribulation, in the sweet hours and bitter hours, we have become
accustomed to sit together to discuss things, to speak frankly of facts believing that only in this way can we
always find the right path however difficult circumstances may be.

We cannot hide from ourselves the fact that we have met with a grave setback in the last few days, but [ am
confident that we all can and, in a short time, will overcome our difficult situation, although this calls for much
patience and wisdom as well as moral courage on our part....

Accurate calculations were made of the enemy’s strength and showed us that our armed forces, at the level
of equipment and training which they had reached, were capable of repelling the enemy and deterring him. We
realized that the possibility of an armed clash existed and accepted the risk

... In the morning of last Monday, 5% June, the enemy struck. If we say now it was a stronger blow than we
had expected, we must say at the same time, and with complete certainty that it was bigger than the potential at
this disposal. It became very clear from the first moment that there were other powers behind the enemy—they
came to settle their accounts with the Arab national movement. Indeed, there were surprises worth of note:

(1) The enemy, whom we were expecting from the east and north, came from the west—a fact which clearly
showed that facilities exceeding his own capacity and his calculated strength had been made available to
him.

(2) The enemy covered at one go all military and civilian airfields in the UAR. This means that he was
relying on some force other than his own normal strength to protect his skies against any retaliatory action
from our side. The enemy was also leaving other Arab fronts to be tackled with outside assistance which he
had been able to obtain.

(3) There is clear evidence of imperialist collusion with the enemy—an imperialist collusion, trying to
benefit from the lesson of the open collusion of 1956, by resorting this time to abject and wicked
concealment. Nevertheless, what is now established is that American and British aircraft carriers were off
the shores of the enemy helping his war effort. Also, British aircraft raided, in broad daylight, positions on
the Syrian and Egyptian fronts, in addition to operations by a number of American aircraft reconnoitring
some of our positions. The inevitable result of this was that our land forces, fighting most violent and brave
battles in the open desert, found themselves at the difficult time without adequate air cover in face of the
decisive superiority of the enemy air forces. Indeed it can be said without emotion or exaggeration, that the
enemy was operating with an air force three times stronger than his normal force.

... We now have several urgent tasks before us. The first is to remove the traces of this aggression against us
and to stand by the Arab nation resolutely and firmly; despite the setback, the Arab nation, with all its potential
and resources, is in a position to insist on the removal of the traces of aggression.

The second task is to learn the lesson of the setback. In this connection there are three vital facts, (1) the
elimination of imperialism in the Arab world will leave Israel with its own intrinsic power; yet, whatever the
circumstances, however long it may take, the Arab intrinsic power is greater and more effective. (2) Redirecting

Ja RN © CIE 2017 www.israeled.org



http://www.israeled.org
http://nasser.bibalex.org/Speeches/browser.aspx?SID=1221&lang=en

Arab interests in the service of Arab rights is an essential safeguard: the American Sixth Fleet moved with Arab
oil, and there are Arab bases, placed forcibly and against the will of the peoples, in the service of aggression. (3)
The situation now demands a united word from the entire Arab nation; this, in the present circumstances is
irreplaceable guarantee.

Now we arrive at an important point in this heart-searching by asking ourselves: does this mean that we do
not bear responsibility for the consequences of the setback? I tell you truthfully and despite any factors on
which I might have based my attitude during the crisis, that [ am ready to bear the whole responsibility. I have
taken a decision in which I want you all to help me. I have decided to give up completely and finally every
official post and every political role and return to the ranks of the masses and do my duty like every other
citizen.

The forces of imperialism imagine that Gamal Abdel Nasser is their enemy. I want it to be clear to them that
their enemy is the entire Arab nation, not just Gamal Abdel Nasser. The forces hostile to the Arab national
movement try to portray this movement as an empire of Abdel Nasser. This is not true, because the aspiration
for Arab unity began before Abdel Nasser and will remain after Abdel Nasser. I always used to tell you that the
nation remains, and that the individual—whatever his role and however great his contribution to the causes of
his homeland is only a tool of the popular will, and not its creator.

In accordance with Article 110 of the Provisional Constitution promulgated in March 1964 I have entrusted
my colleague, friend and brother Zakariya Muhiedin with taking over the point of President and carrying out the
constitutional provisions on this point. After this decision, I place all I have at his disposal in dealing with the
grave situation through which our people are passing....

Source: The Israel-Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict, ed. Walter Laqueur and
Barry Rubin, 6% ed., (New York: Penguin, 2001), 103-5.
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