
Program Schedule

Friday December 6. 2019

Time Program Loca8on

3:00 PM Opening Program and Icebreaker: What does Israel mean to me? What ques>ons 
do I want answered?

The Luce Center

4:00 PM Professor Ken Stein: Owning Israel’s Story The Luce Center

5:00PM Check into Hotel and Prepare for Shabbat Emory Conference Center

6:30 PM Shabbat services and Dinner with Emory Hillel 

There will be a choice of 2 services: Reform or Egalitarian Conserva9ve 

During dinner par9cipants will have an opportunity to sit with Emory students 
represen9ng a wide variety of Israel related campus ini9a9ves and programs 

Marcus Hillel Center

8:30 PM Israel Cultural Panel 

We will hear from a diverse group of young Israelis currently serving as Jewish 
Agency Israel fellows on North American college campuses. In their roles on 
campus, they share personal experiences of modern Israel through the lens of its 
socially-progressive values and its accomplishments in technology, life sciences, 
and the arts. 

Marcus Hillel Center

9:45 PM Debrief of the day Marcus Hillel Center

10:15 PM Return to Hotel and Free >me Emory Conference Center

11:30 PM Layla Tov - Good Night Emory Conference Center

Saturday December 7, 2019

Time Program Loca8on

8:00 AM Boker Tov - Good Morning Emory Conference Center

9:00 AM Breakfast Luce Center

9:30 AM Shabbat Study 
• Israel in Prayer - Steve Kerbel 
• Israel in Torah - Kelly Cohen 

Luce Center

Shabbat morning reflection/studyShabbat morning reflection/study

Program Schedule

Friday April 13, 2018

Time Program Loca9on

4:00 PM Opening Program and Icebreaker: What does Israel 
mean to me?

Luce Center

5:30 PM Prepare for Shabbat Emory Conference Center

6:30 PM Shabbat services and Dinner with Emory Hillel

There will be a choice of 2 services: Reform or 
Egalitarian Conserva9ve

During dinner par9cipants will have an opportunity to 
sit with Emory students represen9ng a wide variety of 
Israel related campus ini9a9ves and programs

Marcus Hillel Center

8:30 PM Professor Ken Stein: Owning Israel’s Story Marcus Hillel Center

9:30 PM Debrief of the day Marcus Hillel Center

10:15 PM Return to Hotel and Free Qme Emory Conference Center

11:30 PM Layla Tov - Good Night Emory Conference Center

Saturday April 14, 2018

Time Program Loca9on

8:00 AM Boker Tov - Good Morning Emory Conference Center

9:00 AM Breakfast Marcus Hillel Center



Program Schedule
Saturday December 7, 2019

Time Program Loca8on

10:30 AM Effec>ve Israel Programming I - Kelly Cohen Luce Center

11:30AM Founda>ons and Forma>ons (Choose 1) 

• Jewish Choices in 19th Century Europe - Rich Walter 
• The Israel Timeline - Steve Kerbel

Luce Center

12:30 PM Lunch and Free Time

3:00 PM Birth and Growth  (choose 1): 
• Mul>ple Tales of 1948 - Rich Walter 
• Israel’s Declara>on of Independence - Steve Kerbel 
• Growing Pains: Immigra>on, Obstacles, & Innova>on - Hope Chernak

Luce Center

4:00 PM Culture & Society  (choose 1) 
• Israeli Poetry - Michal Ilai 
• Al Hamapa - Hope Chernak 
• Religion and Society - Rich Walter

Luce Center

5:00 PM Break Luce Center

5:30 PM Chopped: Hummus 
A fun food compe99on while learning about why chickpeas are central to the food of 
Israel 

Luce Center

6:15 PM Havdallah -Conclusion of Shabbat; reflec>on on the day and Dinner Luce Center

7:00 PM Conflicts (choose 1): 
• Zionism and the Territories - Steve Kerbel 
• Decisive Moment: Seelements 1967- Rich Walter 
• Two State Solu>on over Time- Michele Freesman

Luce Center

8:00 PM Effec>ve Israel Programming II  
Israeli Innova>on and Design Challenge

Luce Center

9:30 PM Return to Hotel and Layla Tov (11:30) Emory Conference 
Center

Sunday December 8, 2019

Time Program Loca8on

8:00 AM Boker Tov - Good Morning Emory Conference 
Center

9:00 AM Breakfast Luce Center

9:30 AM Poli>cs (choose 1) 
• Israel electoral System and Crea>ng Policy - Rich Walter 
• The US-Israel rela>onship - Michele Freesman 
• The Intersec>on of Music and Culture  - Eli Sperling

Luce Center

10:30 AM Break Luce Center



 

Program Schedule

Tina Keller, Associate Director, @akiva 

Tina works with Cleveland's Jewish high school students on a range of engagement opportuni>es focused on 
building a strong teen community, connec>ons to Israel, and the next genera>on of Jewish leaders. She 
leads programs that prepare students for the challenges on their future college campus, to teach Hebrew, 
how to advocate for Israel, and brings Holocaust survivors and teens together for drama>c encounters.  She 
holds a M.Ed. from Boston University, and an M.J.S from Siegal College, Cleveland, OH.

Sunday December 8, 2019

Time Program Loca8on

11:00 AM Personal Connec>ons (Choose 1): 
• Peoplehood - Tina Keller 
• Organiza>ons and Opportuni>es - Michele Freesman 
• Expressing Personal Rela>onships - Hope Chernak

Luce Center

12:00 PM Simula>on Ac>vity Luce Center

1:00 PM Lunch Luce Center

2:00 PM Depart for Airport

Rich Walter, Vice President of Curriculum and Outreach, CIE; Associate Director of Israel Educa8on, ISMI 

Rich oversees the educa>on and community-based work of CIE and ISMI, including developing curricula and 
lesson plans, and sharing strategies for teaching and implementa>on.  Rich has decades of experience 
working with teens, serving as a director of Hebrew High Schools in New Haven, CT and Providence, RI. From 
2002 – 2012, Rich was the New England Regional Director and lead educator for March of the Living.

Program Staff

Steve Kerbel, Educa8onal Specialist, CIE; Principal, Steven Kerbel Educa8onal Consul8ng 

Steve Kerbel began consul>ng with CIE in 2015 and is direc>ng the CIE summer camp Israel enrichment 
program. He spent fourteen years as a synagogue educa>on director before star>ng his own educa>onal 
consul>ng business. Steve has worked as an educator for United Synagogue Youth and guided teen trips in 
Boston and Washington for a wide variety of organiza>ons.

Hope Chernak, RJE 

Hope Chernak, is a Jewish Educator living in Atlanta. Most recently Hope Chernak was part of the Marcus 
Jewish Community Center professional team, first serving as the founding Execu>ve Director of JUMPSPARK: 
the Atlanta Jewish Teen Ini>a>ve (AJTI) and as the Chief Programming Officer. Prior to moving to Atlanta, 
Hope spent 15 years in New York City, serving as the ManagingDirector of the North American Federa>on of 
Temple Youth (NFTY) and as the Director of Youth and Informal Educa>on &amp; Israel Programs at Temple 
Shaaray Tefila.

Michele Freesman, Academic Research Coordinator, ISMI 

Michele graduated with honors from Muhlenberg College with a BA in Economics and Interna>onal Studies 
with concentra>ons in the Middle East and Conflict and Peace Studies. While at Muhlenberg, Michele 
worked to advocate for Israel on campus and engage her peers and local poli>cians. She started her career 
at the American Israel Public Affairs Commieee (AIPAC) in December of 2014 in the middle of her fourth 
year of college.  Prior to star>ng at ISMI she served as AIPAC’s Senior Na>onal Engagement Field Organizer 
engaging, educa>ng, and mobilizing hundreds of college students each year. 



Additional Program Presenters

Dr. Kenneth W. Stein, Founder and President of CIE; Director, ISMI 

Ken has taught modern Middle Eastern History, Poli>cal Science, and Israel Studies at Emory University since 
1977. He is the author of four books, numerous papers and scholarly ar>cles, whose exper>se focuses on 
the origins of modern Israel, the conflict, Pales>nian history, and U.S.-Israeli rela>ons. He is the recipient of 
awards at Emory for teaching excellence, life-long mentoring of students and for interna>onalizing the 
curriculum. 

Kelly Cohen, Director, Jumpspark Atlanta 

Kelly Cohen is the Director for JumpSpark, the Atlanta Jewish Teen Ini>a>ve. Kelly has spent her career 
building meaningful, dynamic Jewish experiences for children, teens and adults. Previous to her work for 
JumpSpark, Kelly was the Lower School Judaic Studies Coordinator at The Alfred and Adele Davis Academy in 
Atlanta. She was recently accepted to be a member of the M² Senior Educators Cohort through the The 
Ins>tute for Experien>al Jewish Educa>on. Kelly is a mikvah guide and on the board of MACoM (Metro 
Atlanta Community Mikvah) and is a cer>fied teacher of Yoga & Jewish Spirituality.

Eli Sperling, Israel Specialist, CIE; Assistant Program Coordinator, ISMI 

Eli manages ISMI and CIE’s internship programs; writes, researches and edits materials released by the 
Center; gives presenta>ons at ISMI/CIE workshops and conferences; and contributes to the day-to-day 
opera>ons of the Center. Currently, Eli is working on his Ph.D. At Ben-Gurion University of the Negev’s 
Ins>tute for the Study of Israel and Zionism under Prof. Arieh Saposnik. He is expec>ng to graduate in 2019.

Michal Ilai, Hebrew Teacher and Israel Programs Coordinator, The Weber School 

A na>ve Israeli, Michal Ilai, has been teaching Hebrew in various seqngs throughout her en>re adult life. 
She began teaching in the IDF while working with illiterate soldiers, and later taught at a military prison. Ilai 
believes that teaching Hebrew in the diaspora in an authen>c, meaningful way can only occur when we 
u>lize a wholis>c, communal approach. 

Suggested Packing List

Aqre for most of the weekend will be casual; jeans are perfectly acceptable.  The weather in Atlanta 
during December can range from the teens to the 60s, so be sure to check the forecast in the days 
leading up to the program  We will be walking between buildings, so comfortable shoes and 
appropriate outerwear are a must.  

Friday night dinner and services at Hillel are also causal - but we ask that you refrain from wearing 
jeans for this part of the program.  Emory students typically dress a “level up” from their regular day 
to day aqre.   

In addi>on, you may want to pack the following: 

• An umbrella or rain gear.  We will be walking between the hotel and mee>ng spaces, so check 
to see if there is rain in the forecast 

• Kippah/yarmulke  

• Bathing Suit.  There is a pool at the Emory Conference Center which will be available for you 
to use during the free >me and in the evenings.   

We will provide everyone with a notebook, folder and pens, but feel free to bring your own as well.  



Important Contact information

Rich Walter 203-815-3365 rich.walter@israeled.org

Steve Kerbel 301-335-6278 steve@israeled.org 

Tina Keller 216-409-2823 tkeller@akivacleveland.org 

Emory Conference Center 404-712-6000 Map it
1615 Clifton Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

Marcus Hillel Center 404-963-2548 Map it
735 Gatewood Rd NE
Atlanta, GA 30322

Luce Center Map it
825 Houston Mill Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30329 

Important Contact information

Rich Walter 203-815-3365 rich.walter@israeled.org

Steve Kerbel 301-335-6278 steve@israeled.org 

Tina Keller 216-409-2823 tkeller@akivacleveland.org 

Emory Conference Center 404-712-6000 Map it
1615 Clifton Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

Marcus Hillel Center 404-963-2548 Map it
735 Gatewood Rd NE
Atlanta, GA 30322

Luce Center Map it
825 Houston Mill Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30329 

Below are two copies of the important contact informa8on for the program.  We suggest prin8ng and cuWng 
them out or downloading them to your phone.  Send one copy with your teen and post the other at home.   

We will have extras for during the program.
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Program participants

Ilan Amkraut   Beachwood, OH  Junior 

Emily Axner   Moreland Hills, OH Senior 

Benjamin Bank   Fair Lawn, NJ  Sophomore 

Joshua Bank   Fair Lawn, NJ  Senior 

David Ben-Naim   Los Angeles, CA  Junior 

Yossi Berkowitz   Beachwood, OH  Junior 

Sharona Berman  West Harrison, NY Junior 

Leah Breakstone  Scarsdale, NY  Junior 

Ralph Cutler   Hopatcong, NJ  Junior 

Danny Ecker   Twinsburg, OH  Senior 

Blake Fox   Penn Valley, PA  Junior 

Sammi Fremont   Pepper Pike, OH  Senior 

Ezra Galili   Pepper Pike, OH  Junior 

Spencer Goldberg  Shaker Heights, OH Junior 

Aviva Groys   Moreland Hills, OH Junior 

Isaiah Jacobs   Solon, OH  Junior 

Sophia Jennings   Solon, OH  Junior 

Spencer Kawalek  Oakwood Village, OH Junior 

Carol Kornworcel  Tampa, FL  Junior 

Caroline Kutcher  Greenville, SC  Sophomore 

Hayley Leopold   Oradell, NJ  Sophomore 

Malayna Leopold  Oradell, NJ  Sophomore 

Ephraim Light   Irvine, CA  Senior



Program participants

Alec Litvak   New City, NY  Sophomore 

Zachary Mangel   Chagrin Falls, OH Junior 

Mary McElveen   Mt. Pleasant, SC Senior 

Rebecca Powers   Shaker Heights, OH Senior 

Joelle Rosenthal  Beachwood, OH  Senior 

Eli Rosner   Solon, OH  Junior 

Gabby Rubin   River Vale, NJ  Sophomore 

Elle Schanzer   White Plains, NY Sophomore 

Hunter Siegel   Alphareea, GA  Junior 

Avery Steinberg   Chagrin Falls, OH Junior 

Rebecca Wilson   Allentown, PA  Sophomore


