
Center for Israel Education 

The Hal l  of  Fame  
A CIE Escape Room Activity



www.israeled.org.       ©Center for Israel Education, 2020  All Rights Reserved 2

Background for the Facilitator: 
This escape room guides learners through a series of activities using a variety of original sources, 
ultimately directing them to learn about Shimon Peres, one of Israel’s longest serving and most 
influential leaders. While not all of the activities are directly related to Peres, they provide additional 
context into Israeli culture and society by exposing players to learn more about the country’s founding, 
its national anthem, and it food.  

Our suggestion is that following completion of the escape room, you engage learners in a deeper 
exploration of the life and accomplishments of Shimon Peres.  We have included in this activity, a short 
guide about Peres which includes biographical highlights and important quotes by and about him.  
Additional material about Peres can be found on the CIE website at www.israeled.org.


H a l l  o f  F a m e  

Enduring Understanding:  

Shimon Peres was an important leader who 
impacted Israeli society in politics, economics, 
and pursuing peace. 

Activity Objectives: 

In this escape room activity, students will 

• Decode information from original sources; 
• Discover that Israel was created on May 14, 

1948; 
• Learn about the origins of Hatikvah; 
• Understand that Israeli food is comprised of 

dishes from a variety of regions and 
cultures; 

• Learn about an important Israeli leader, 
Shimon Peres 

Suggested Grade Levels: 
• 3rd - 6th  

Suggested Time: 45 minutes

Shimon Peres in 1957 (left) and 2013 (right)
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Setting up the Escape Room 
1. General Guidelines 

• This escape room can be done as a competition with multiple teams competing at the same time or as a whole class challenge. 


• There is no need for any special equipment, but this activity does require a fair amount of pre-work. Including setting up a cipher page (a template is provided), 
cutting a photo into a puzzle, and printing a variety of sources, photos and puzzles.  


• The program can be done all at one time or as an enrichment activity at the end of a class meeting or event whereby your students solve one puzzle on a given day.  


2. Setting up the “room” 

• In one area of the game space or in a separate room, print, label, and lay out the following “artifacts” so that the players can clearly see them.  Not all of the artifacts 
will factor into the escape experience.The artifacts are:


• 1948 Haggadah

• 1911 Map of Europe

• The 1917 Balfour Declaration

• The handwritten version Hatikvah from 1908

• Invitation to Israel’s Declaration of Independence

• Menus from three Israeli restaurants


• Print one copy of the “fake” newspaper


• Print the “ransom note/cipher pages” single-sided, cut out the three blue circles on the first page.  You will give the players additional ransom note pages as they 
solve the puzzles.  To make it clearer, we have made each ransom note a different color font.  Some of them are multiple pages - you will need to give both 
pages to the players at the appropriate time. Each ransom note will have one or more words in a different color font as clues for the players. 


• Print and hang the 1947-48 Bonafit clothing calendar somewhere where the participants can find it but maybe is not too obvious.


• If you don’t already, have a copy of Hatikvah hanging in the room in Hebrew and English.


• Print and cut the puzzle photo of Shimon Peres.  This should be printed double sided using the long edge setting.  


• Some hummus for tasting  


3. The Escape Activity 

A. Puzzle One - red font ransom note 

• Hand out copies of the newspaper, “Israel News,” which announces the break in at the new Israeli Hall of Fame and will serve as the introduction to the 
“escape.”


• Students should read the news article about the theft and using the “ransom note/cipher page” and the correct artifact (the Invitation to the Declaration of 
Independence ceremony) reveal the name of Shabbat.   Then using the calendar, they will need to figure out the date of Israel’s Declaration of Independence 
May 14, 1948. This will be the first lock combination: 0 5 1 4 1 9 4 8
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Setting up the Escape Room 
B. Puzzle Two - green font ransom note 

• Hand out ransom note #2 to the participants


• Students should read the note and try and solve the riddle, then use the clues to decipher the combination of the second lock.


• Ransom note #2 refers to the original poem of Hatikvah which was written in 1877 by Naphtali Herz Imber.  Although it was widely used, it did not become the 
official anthem of Israel until the Knesset passed designated it so in 2004


• The number of letters in the author’s name: 5


• The last digit of the year the poem was written: 7


• The number of times the Hebrew letter hay appears in the title: 2


• The last digit of the year the poem was officially adopted as Israel’s national anthem: 4  


C. Puzzle Three - blue font ransom note 

• Ransom note #3 will guide players to the restaurant menus - specifically the one from Ima in Jerusalem.  Players will need to use the menu to find the prices of 
items in the rebus puzzles on the ransom note:


• The salad course is small hummus: 15


• The main course is meatballs: 48


• The side dish is french fries: 19


• The soup is beet kuba: 39


Kuba is a dish that originated from Iraq, Turkey, and North Africa.  Kuba are meatballs wrapped in a shell made of softened semolina (a type of flour), and then 
cooked in beets, squash and okra, or other sauces and usually served in a soup.  Another form of Kuba that originated in Syria and Turkey, is made of bulgar 
wheat filled with meat that is then deep-fried. 


D. Puzzle Four - purple font ransom note 

• Ransom note #4 will guide players the final puzzle- putting together the photo of Shimon Peres with his brief biography which is on some of the pieces on the 
back of the photo. 
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1911 Map of Europe 
On loan from the University of Texas
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Salads
Tehina V 15/28

Hummus V 15/28

Eggplant in tehina, with garlic and lemon V 15/28

Red Beets V 15/28

Tabula   V 15/28

Eggplant in marinade V 15/28

Balkan-style eggplant V 15/28

Carrots in garlic, olive oil and lemon V 15/28

Matbucha    V 19/36

Soups

White beans and tomato soup
cooked with bone marrow 27

Lentil soup (winter only)  V 25

Metaphonia – Kuba stuffed with minced meat 
in a carrot, zucchini, pumpkin and tomato 
soup (5 units)

39

Hamusta – Kuba stuffed with meat in a sour soup 
of zucchini, garlic, celery and chard (3 units) 39

Vegetarian kuba stuffed with chick-peas, 
nuts and lentils in a carrot, zucchini, 
pumpkin and tomato soup (4 units)

V 39

Beet kuba - kuba stuffed with minced meat 
in a red beet soup (5 units)  39

Side Dishes
Vegetable salad 19

White rice 19

Majadra 19

French fries 19

Green beans / Okra   19

Roasted vegetables 19

MAIN DISHES  
The dishes are made with antibiotic-free chicken and 
Hai Bari beef and lamb meat products, grilled on a charcoal 
griller oven

T.A business lunch includes a main course, 
2 warm side dishes and one pita bread 
(served till 17:00 PM), excluding Fridays 
and holiday eves

59

Meatballs in tomato sauce 48

Grilled chicken breast glazed with olive oil and herbs 42

Fried chicken breast schnitzel, 
mildly seasoned 42

Grilled pullet skewers   48

Pullet pieces flavored with garlic, 
olive oil and lemon 48

Chicken livers with fried onions     42

Grilled kebab 48

*Makluba – Rice, chicken and vegetables 
��®��������
���'���
�����������
����
  (with cinnamon)  

55

Entrecôte – 300 grams 110

Fish of the Day – Ask your waiter

Stuffed Vegetables
Cooked in tomato and pomegranate
concentrate sauce (except stuffed vine leaves)

Pepper stuffed with rice & meat 2 units 28

Cabbage stuffed with rice & meat 2 units 28

Vine leaves stuffed with rice 10 units V 24

Zucchini stuffed with rice  2 units  V 24

Red beet stuffed with rice 2 units V 24

Onions stuffed with rice 2 units V 24

Eggplant stuffed with rice 2 units V 24

Platter of a selection of our 
stuffed vegetables (meat / vegan) 49

Fried Kuba
Nabalusia - Fried kuba stuffed with minced meat
and pine nuts in a crispy envelope of bulgur 1 unit 8

Vegetarian kuba stuffed with mushrooms and 
pine nuts in a crispy envelope of rice 1 unit V 8

Kuba Haleb - Fried kuba stuffed with minced 
meat in a crispy envelope of rice 1 unit 8

* Not included in the business lunch menu

T.A
MENU

At Ima restaurant, 
we use quality 
products only.

Our menu offers 
a variety of 

vegan dishes.

We use healthy 
chicken, beef  

and lamb meat 
products.
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