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Jerusalem & UN Resolutions:
Perspective and Context

Christianity and Jerusalem
Much of Jerusalem's significance in 
Christianity derives from its connection to 
the life and death of Jesus.  It was in 
Jerusalem where Jesus did most of his 
teaching and preaching and where he 
was crucified, resurrected and ascended 
to heaven.  Christianity differentiates 
between the earthly Jerusalem and the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 

For Christians, the destruction of the 
Second Temple in the year 70 and 
subsequent exile of the Jews from the 
city, was a punishment for Jews failing to 
embrace the life and teachings of Jesus.  
That represented the earthly Jerusalem, 
but the concept of a heavenly Jerusalem 
gained traction in later centuries.  It was 
symbolized by the Christian belief in a 
Second Messianic coming of Jesus and 
the creation of a Kingdom of God on 
Earth.   

The name of the city appears 141 times in 
the New Testament.

Islam and Jerusalem
Muslims consider Jerusalem to be their 
third holiest city following Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia.Soon after Islam’s 
birth, the prophet Muhammad and his 
followers left Mecca for Medina in search 
of adherents.  It was at this time, that for a 
short period, Muslim worshippers prayed 
facing north towards Jerusalem.  Less 
than two years later, Mecca replaced 
Jerusalem as the direction of Muslim 
prayer.

The Muslim conquest of Jerusalem began 
in 636.  While they made their  
Palestinian capital in Ramle to the west, 
the city took on added importance as it 
was believed to be the site of 
Muhammad’s night journey from Mecca to 
the furthest mosque.  It was during this 
journey that the prophet ascended to 
heaven and received instructions from 
Allah on prayer and practice.  Since 
Jerusalem is not named in the Koran, it is 
debated by scholars whether or not “the 
farthest mosque (al-Aqsa)” was a 
reference to Jerusalem.  The actual Al-
Aqsa Mosque was first built circa 690.

Judaism and Jerusalem
Jerusalem has been a central component 
of Judaism for more than 3,000 years.  
Beginning in the tenth century BCE when 
King David captured the city and 
established his capital there, the city has 
played an important role in the 
development of the Jewish people as a 
nation.  
David’s son, King Solomon built the First 
Temple in Jerusalem between 970 BCE 
and 931 BCE.  The Temple served as the 
religious and spiritual center of the Jewish 
people in their land.  Pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem were regular occurrences both 
for Jewish festivals as well as regular 
market days.  
The destruction of the Temple and 
subsequent exile of the Jewish people to 
Babylonia in 586 BCE marked a 
watershed moment.  According to the 
Talmud, the city fell to the Babylonians 
due to the sins of the Jewish people.  
Despite being removed from their land, 
the Jewish people sought new ways to 
maintain their connection to the city of 
Jerusalem.   
This continued after the destruction of the 
Second Temple by the Romans in the first 
century CE.  Jewish ritual and liturgy 
replaced sacrifices in Jerusalem. Despite 
the dispersion of the people from 
Jerusalem and the Land of Israel, the 
longing to return formed the basis of 
much of the liturgy that would emerge.

Important Jerusalem structure:
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is 
located in the Christian Quarter of 
Jerusalem’s Old City.  It is considered to 
be the place where Jesus was both 
crucified and buried. The Church was built 
in the fourth century.

Important Jerusalem structure:
The compound known as al-Haram ash-
Sharif, the Noble Sanctuary includes both 
the Al-
Aqsa 
Mosque 
and the 
Dome of 
the Rock 
and is 
built on 
the ruins 
of the 
Second Temple.  The two main structures 
were built at the end of the seventh 
century.

Important Jerusalem structure:
The Western Wall, or Kotel, is the last 
remnant from the compound of the 

Second Temple.  
Due to its 
connection to the 
Temple, it is one of 
the holiest sites in 

Judaism.  Jews regularly pray at the wall 
and leave notes or prayer in its crevices. 
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Historical Event:
The Crusades

Beginning at the end of the eleventh 
century, the Crusades were a  series of 
European Christian campaigns aimed at 
curbing Muslim expansion and 
conquering the Holy Land, especially the 
important Christian religious places in 
Jerusalem.  

European Jews were frequently caught  
up in the fervor of the Crusades and 
became victims of Crusaders, who either 
never made it to the Holy Land or were en 
route.  As a result, thousands of Jews  
were forced to convert to Christianity or 
were murdered, often times after refusing 
to betray their religion.  

At various points between 1099 and 
1291, the Crusaders controlled Jerusalem 
and parts of the Land of Israel, forbidding 
non-Christians to live in the city.

Religious Textual Quote:
Quran al-Isra` 17:1-8
Exalted is He who took His Servant by 
night from al-Masjid al-Haram (the Scared 
Mosque in Mecca), to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa 
(the Farthest Mosque - interpreted by 
many to be Jerusalem) whose 
surroundings We have blessed, to show 
him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the 
Hearing, the Seeing. 2 And We gave 
Moses the Scripture and made it a 
guidance for the Children of Israel that 
you not take other than Me as Disposer of  
affairs, 3 O descendants of those We 
carried [in the ship] with Noah. Indeed, he 
was a grateful servant. 4 And We 
conveyed to the Children of Israel in the 
Scripture that, "You will surely cause 
corruption on the earth twice, and you will 
surely reach [a degree of] great 
haughtiness. 5 So when the [time of] 
promise came for the first of them, We 
sent against you servants of Ours - those 
of great military might, and they probed 
[even] into the homes, and it was a 
promise fulfilled. 6 Then We gave back to 
you a return victory over them. And We 
reinforced you with wealth and sons and 
made you more numerous in manpower 7 
[And said], "If you do good, you do good 
for yourselves; and if you do evil, [you do 
it] to yourselves." Then when the final 
promise came, [We sent your enemies] to 
sadden your faces and to enter the 
temple in Jerusalem, as they entered it 
the first time, and to destroy what they 
had taken over with [total] destruction. 8 
[Then Allah said], "It is expected, [if you 
repent], that your Lord will have mercy 
upon you. But if you return [to sin], We will 
return [to punishment]. And We have 
made Hell, for the disbelievers, a prison-
bed."

Religious Textual Quote:
Psalms 137
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat. sat  
and wept, as we thought of Zion.  2 There 
on the poplars we hung up our lyres, 3 for 
our captors asked us there for songs, our 
tormentors for amusement: “Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion.” 4 How can we sing 
a song of the Lord on alien soil? 5 If I 
forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
wither, 6 let my tongue stick to my palate 
if I cease to think of you, if I do not keep 
Jerusalem in memory even at my 
happiest hour. 7 Remember, O Lord, 
against the Edomites the day of 
Jerusalem’s fall; how they cried, “Strip 
her, Strip her to her very foundations!” 8 
Fair Babylon, you predator, a blessing on 
him who repays you in kind what you 
have inflicted on us; 9 a blessing on him 
who seizes your babies and dashes them 
against the rocks!

Religious Textual Quote:
Revelations 21:1-5
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no 
more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. 4 And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the 
throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, Write: for 
these words are true and faithful.

Historical Event:
Rebellion of Ibn al-Zubayr
In 682,'Abd Allah Ibn al-Zubayr, a nephew 
of Muhammad, rebelled against the 
Islamic rulers in Damascus.  He 
conquered Mecca and prevented pilgrims 
from coming for the Hajj pilgrimage.'Abd 
al-Malik, the Umayyad Calif, needed an 
alternative site for the pilgrimage and 
settled on Jerusalem which was under his 
control.

Historical Event:
Destruction of the Second Temple
In the second century BCE, Jews once 
again established an independent state in 
with Jerusalem as its capital when the 
Maccabees defeated the Seleucids and 
rededicated the Temple.  This 
independence would last for a century 
before the expanding Roman Empire 
began to chip away at its territory, 
eventually creating a Roman province 
called Judea in 6 CE. 
As Roman influence expanded and their 
control of Judaea became more direct, 
many Jews began to bristle at the loss of 
sovereignty. Despite their differences, 
Jews found reasons to unite in revolt 
against the Romans.  The first revolt 
began in 66 CE and was crushed by the 
Romans over the next seven years.  The 
Temple was destroyed and most of the 
community was sent into exile.  Religious 
practice was transformed away from 
sacrifice in Jerusalem to prayer and ritual.
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eventually creating a Roman province 
called Judea in 6 CE. 
As Roman influence expanded and their 
control of Judaea became more direct, 
many Jews began to bristle at the loss of 
sovereignty. Despite their differences, 
Jews found reasons to unite in revolt 
against the Romans.  The first revolt 
began in 66 CE and was crushed by the 
Romans over the next seven years.  The 
Temple was destroyed and most of the 
community was sent into exile.  Religious 
practice was transformed away from 
sacrifice in Jerusalem to prayer and ritual.


