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 Step One:
Ask students to look deeply at the picture for a good long time. Have them observe shapes, 
colors, textures, the position of people and/or objects, etc.

Step Two:
Have students write down what they see without making any interpretation about what the 
picture is trying to say.

Step Three:
Ask students: What questions do you have about this picture that you would need to have 
answered before you can begin to interpret it? Ask as many questions as you have.

Step Four:
Have students discuss their questions with two other students in the class to try to find some 
answers.

Step Five:
Given the historical context and subject of the piece, ask students what they think the artist is 
trying to say (what does the piece mean), and who they think is the intended audience?

Step Six:
Discuss your interpretation with the class, and be prepared to support your view by referring to 
specific elements of the image and what you know about the history of the time.





https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/analyzing-images
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo


What would go 

on an Israel 

Passover Table?

















What do you see?

What do you think?

What do you wonder?











The video below from the US Holocaust Museum and Memorial shares 
some of the story of Exodus and its passengers. 
https://youtu.be/Gw482N1YHzk

“We were informed that our name would be ‘Exodus,’ and we were 
mad. What sort of a name was that? We wanted something aggressive 
like ‘The Jewish Revolt.’ But these were our orders.”

https://www.ushmm.org/
https://youtu.be/Gw482N1YHzk


 The effort to help Jews leave the Soviet 

Union either for Israel (the majority) or the United States was 
called Operation Exodus by the American Jewish community.

 One of the important symbols of this project was Natan Sharansky. 
Sharansky was a Soviet refusenik (someone who was not allowed to 
leave the country). He was imprisoned in Siberia for nine years after 
attempting to exit the country for Israel. Following his release in 
1986, Sharansky immigrated to Israel and began work in politics, 
human activism, and writing. In 2009, he became the Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel. The short video below from the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) describes 
Sharansky's journey from prison to Israel and the beginnings of the 
Operation Exodus movement in the United States.  
https://youtu.be/bko3F0GdrHo

Photo: Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
greets new immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union in 1994.

https://jewishfederations.org/federation-impact-stories/exodus-to-a-new-life
https://youtu.be/bko3F0GdrHo


 In 1984, the Israeli government launched 

Operation “Moses" in order to bring Beta Israel from the refugee camps 

to Israel. Between November 1984 and January 1985, approximately 

8,000 Beta Israel were brought from Sudan to Israel. When news of the 

operation became public, the Sudanese government ordered it to stop, 

even though they had known it was happening. As a result families were 

separated with some being left behind.

 The video below from the World Zionist Organization describes how 

Israeli Mossad agents created a resort hotel to disguise the mission of 

bringing the Ethiopian Jews to Israel. A 2019 film called The Red Sea 

Diving Resort, is a dramatic retelling of these events.  

https://youtu.be/H587yp3rhKY

Ethiopian immigrant children at an 

Absorption Center in Ashkelon, Israel in 

1985.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4995776/
https://youtu.be/H587yp3rhKY


 עמוד ענן 

 ' וה: "מתאר המקרא( א"כ, ג"י)בספר שמות 
, לנחותם הדרךבעמוד ענן הולך לפניהם יומם 

ללכת יומם , ולילה בעמוד אש להאיר להם
לא ימיש עמוד הענן יומם ועמוד האש  . ולילה

".לפני העם, לילה



November 14, 2012, 8-day 

campaign in the Hamas-

governed Gaza Strip after 100 

rockets are launched at Israeli 

cities.

Defensive system Iron 

Dome is launched 

during this operation





התחייבות, אחריות–ערבה 

Arevah – a responsibility 

or commitment
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