
Using!Artifacts!–!A!Pioneer!Song!ca.!1920!!!sing!

We!Shall!Be!The!Groundbreakers !"#$%&'( ("(# $#&
!
“We!shall!be!the!groundbreakers,”!

So!we!said,!one!brother!to!his!brethren!

So!we!shall!lay!the!cornerstones!among!the!
founders!
We!shall!plant!the!seeds,!plant!away!

We!advance!and!proceed!

Where!there!is!ample!work!and!labor!

We!shall!cover!the!rocks!with!trees!

On!the!mountains!and!in!the!valleys!

We!shall!pave!the!roads!

We!shall!quarry!the!rocks!from!limestone!
mines!
Hooray!!Hooray!!!The!hammers!will!pound!

While!we!chant!our!song!

The!citrus!fruits!will!emerge!

While!the!rest!of!the!world!slumbers!

Dawn!emerges,!engulfing!the!mountaintops!

Awake!the!pioneer!!!Carry!on!your!labor.!
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Note:!The!word!“'$3”!means!rock,!but!it!can!also!mean!obstacle!or!challenge.!!How!does!this!additional!
meaning!add!to!the!theme!of!the!poem?!

Who!is!the!intended!audience!of!this!poem?!!Which!other!artifacts!can!you!pair!
with!this!poem!as!having!the!same!intended!effect?!
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Haggadot for the New Jew
As found on http://www.haaretz.com/ accessed March 2008. 

 

By Yair Sheleg  
 

 
"How is this night different from all other nights? On all other nights since we came to this 
country we were under foreign, hostile rule that reined us in malevolently, and this night in our 
own state we are celebrating and we are able to redeem the wilderness and dry [swamps] ... On 
all other nights we are scattered in two separate camps - fathers from sons, and we all engage in 
the great work of building. This night we all recline at the same table."  
 
This quotation, which is taken from the Kibbutz Ma'agan Michael Haggadah for 1949, typifies 
an outstanding aspect of the Passover Haggadot that were written in the kibbutz movement: the 
use of the traditional text, with "adjustments" to the spirit of the age - in this case, the first year 
of the establishment of the state.  
 
In the same spirit the Beit Ha'emek Haggadah of 1951 inserted a new text into the story of the 
four sons: "The wise son, what does he say? What are all the political parties, movements and 
factions that boast in our young country and interfere in matters of state at such a fateful time? ... 
The wicked son, what does he say? What do you need this work for? Every day there are new 
immigrants, who eat our bread and take our apartments ...- and just as he has removed himself 
from the community, you too must remove him from the community: In principle he is the type 
who loves only himself, the person who does not remember his own condition as a new 
immigrant."  
 
To the part about "Pour out Thy wrath upon the gentiles," in 1945 Kibbutz Ein Gev added a 
sentence to mention the Holocaust that had only just ended and to say that the best thing to do is 
to drop the accounting with the gentiles and turn our backs on them: "And those who have 
survived the terrible upheaval have resolved no longer to be in the shadow of the gentiles and to 
set their sights on the land of the Patriarchs that is being reborn."  
 
All of these quotations are taken from a luxurious album that has just been published, "Yotzim 
behodesh ha-aviv" ("Going Out in the Month of Spring") in which there are selected extracts and 
photographs from hundreds of kibbutz Haggadot that were written in this country since the 
inception of the kibbutz movement. (The publication is a cooperative project of four research 
institutes named after fathers of the labor movement: Yad Yitzhak Ben Zvi, the Ben-Gurion 
heritage Institute, Yad Tabenkin and Yad Ya'ari.)  
 
Muki Tzur, a leading researcher of the kibbutz movement, is responsible for the contents, and the 
design - which is no less important - is the work of an artist and curator from Kibbutz Hama'apil, 
Yuval Danieli, who has also added a brief analysis of the graphic element in the kibbutz 
Haggadot.  
 
During the research phase, Tzur combed through a number of the major archives of the labor 
movement, among them the holiday archives at Kibbutz Beit Hashitta and Kibbutz Ramat 
Yohanan, the archive of Hakibbutz hadati (the religious kibbutz movement) and the National and 
University Library in Jerusalem. He discovered more than 500 Haggadot, all of which were 
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written during a relatively short period - between the 1930s and the 1960s.  
 
In his estimation, the total number is more like 1,000 Haggadot: "We know that there are many 
kibbutzim that put out a lot of Haggadot in limited editions, only a few dozen copies, which 
never got to the major archives."  
 
For the sake of comparison: In the catalog of traditional Passover Haggadot prepared by 
Avraham Ya'ari in 1960 that maps all the period from the invention of printing to that year, there 
are altogether 2,717 Haggadot.  
 
A short look at the "sample pages" from the Haggadot that appear in the boom explains the 
plenitude: Many of these Haggadot were not at all intended as sacred texts to be read year in and 
year out in the same way. Indeed, they look like a series of festive skits for Passover - and in any 
case they vary from kibbutz to kibbutz and from year to year at a given kibbutz. Only at later 
stages, when the kibbutz movement became established, did its various branches begin to publish 
standard Haggadot for all the kibbutzim that belonged to the same stream: the Kibbutz Haartzi 
Haggadah, the Kibbutz Hameuchad Haggadah and more.  
 
In fact, the production of the Haggadot themselves was already a relatively established stage of 
the movement. Tzur's research found that the first kibbutz Haggadah was written in 1928, about 
20 years after the kibbutz movement was founded, and even it was not written by kibbutz 
members proper, but rather by members of a training group in Kolosova in Poland, who were 
waiting to immigrate to Palestine.  
 
The kibbutz Haggadot that were written here appeared only in the 1930s (first at Ein Harod). 
Before that, the kibbutz Seders where characterized by anarchism: The traditional text was open 
in front of them and here and there they even read from it, but the main thing was not the text - 
traditional or new - but rather the experience of togetherness, the singing and the dancing.  
 
The kibbutz Haggadah was in effect a symbol of the entire process of the Zionist revolution, and 
especially that of the labor movement: the creation of a "new Jew," one who gives new and 
secular meaning to the Jewish tradition, its values and its holidays. Thus, they created new and 
timely versions of the traditional text, just as they inserted into the Haggadah completely new 
texts from the literature of the period.  
 
Tzur: "The assumption was that Hebrew literature was a continuation of the canonical holy 
literature and therefore extracts from the new Hebrew literature are prominent in the Haggadot." 
 
The Passover Haggadah was especially apt for the labor movement people because it symbolizes 
the two freedoms they upheld: national freedom and social-human freedom - from the chains of 
enslavement. Tzur notes that the "innovative" Haggadah was indeed characteristic of the 
kibbutzim and the bodies that were influenced by them, like the training farms abroad or the 
soldiers of the Jewish Brigade during World War II, as well as the Jewish leftist movements in 
general, even those that were opposed to Zionism.  
 
In other branches of the Zionist movement, innovations was less striking, apparently also 
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because the mass Seders in the kibbutz movement made it possible to create the authority for the 
absorption of new texts, while in the urban movements the familial nature of Seder night was 
maintained along with its traditional text.  
 
One of the main questions that faced the shapers of the Haggadot was of course the religious 
nature of the traditional Haggadah. In this matter, there were differences among the kibbutzim 
themselves. At kibbutzim of Hashomer Hatzair, a movement with an emphatic anti-religious 
outlook, they tended to remove any mention of God from the text. At other kibbutzim there was 
debate, and Kvutzat Degania, for example, decided after such a debate that the traditional text 
would not be changed, because of its national moral value.  
 
The nature of the new contents also varied, in accordance with the changes of the times. At first, 
the longings for parental homes in the Diaspora were evident, longings that the familial nature of 
Passover amplified as compared to the rest of the year. In the testimony of one woman pioneer 
from the Second Aliyah (wave of immigration), it is related that the sight of the set tables, as was 
the custom in their parents' homes, made the pioneers feel not festive, but deeply sad: "The 
comrades began to enter the hall. As a comrade entered, the sight aroused longings in him, his 
face glowed and he would move off into a corner with tears falling from his eyes. And a second 
one and a third one, too. Everyone saw the set table from the home across the sea, the faces of 
the bereaved father and family members, his own place empty at the table, their prayers and their 
longings for him at this moment."  
 
The moments of tears and homesickness were so prolonged that A.D. Gordon, the "great 
patriarch" of the collective decided that no one had the strength even to read the text and in the 
end they went straight on to the meal. In this spirit, in later years many Haggadot added the 
poem of longing by Fanya Bergstein of Kibbutz Gvat: "You planted melodies in me, my father 
and my mother, melodies of forgotten hymns ... In me your distant voice will sound, I will close 
my eyes and now I am with you beyond the darkness of the depths."  
 
Eventually, all the events of the times also entered the Haggadot, in a way that transformed them 
into the collective literature summation of "the situation." Thus, for example, the Shefaiyim 
Haggadah of 1939 documented the kibbutz's first fatality; the 1938 Maoz Haim Haggadah 
documented the founding of the kibbutz at that time, the days of tower and stockade, as did the 
Haggadot of many other kibbutzim.  
 
Often the Haggadot were even prophetic of the situation: On the cover of the 1939 Maoz Haim is 
the heading "In the Days of the Holocaust," even though World War II had not yet broken out. 
After the slaughter began of course reference to it was common in many other Haggadot. Thus, 
for example, the Mahanot Olim movement Haggadot from Kibbutz Yagur in 1943 added next to 
the verse "When they torture him he shall multiply and burst forth" the story of the Warsaw 
Ghetto revolt.  
 
(As the revolt broke out during Passover of that year, Tzur suggests that the Passover Seder to 
which the Haggadah appertains was apparently held after the holiday, something that was 
apparently common at the time: The Seder was not always held on its traditional date, but rather 
close to it on a date when it was convenient for all the members to gather.)  

2015 CIE/ISMI Teacher Enrichment Workshop on the History, Culture and Politics of Modern Israel 144

(c)2015 CIE. These materials are the intellectual property of CIE and are not for publication or distribution. Reproduction is allowed for classroom use only.



With the establishment of the state, this dramatic event was also added to the Haggadot: Natan 
Alterman's poem "The Silver Platter," "anthems" of the War of Independence or extracts from 
the Declaration of Independence. Thus, for example, the 1950 Ein Harod Haggadah included an 
extract from the Declaration of Independence after Vehi sheamda lavoteinu (translated as: "This 
is God's promise to our ancestors and to us"), under the common heading "Redemption."  

The religious kibbutzim also did not disdain innovations, although naturally there the approach 
was more cautious: not changes to the traditional text, but an addition that was called Miluim 
lahaggadah (Inserts for the Haggadah).  

In Kvotzat Roas (which became Kvutzat Yavneh), in 1937 an appendix of this sort was 
published that tried to cover all the travails of the Jews throughout human history: from the 
Crusades, the Marranos (crypto-Jews in Spain of the Inquisition), Shabtai Zvi and the Kishinev 
pogroms through the pogroms in Eastern Europe after World War I. In these inserts, the editors 
also dared to introduce modern versions of the traditional contents (not instead of the original 
te[t, but after it), like a version of the four sons as "the illegal immigrant," "the faithful," "the 
assimilated Jew" and "the quarrelsome person."  

But the establishment of the state also marks the waning of the revolutionary spirit in the text of 
the Haggadah. Tzur attributes this to the combination of two factors: "First of all, the Holocaust 
changed something in the negative attitude towards Diaspora Jewry and towards the need to 
change the traditional text. And secondly, new `national days' emerged - like Holocaust and 
Martyrs' Memorial Day and Independence Day - into which the current texts flowed, and the 
Haggadah again `made room' for the traditional text."  

However, he stresses that the return to the traditional character of the Haggadah was not total: 
"They returned mainly to its biblical elements, but all the ritual exegeses from the rabbinical era 
dropped out and apparently will not return."  

With the waning of the kibbutz movement as a whole, it is clear that its revolutionary literary 
zeal also faded, and today a "secular conservatism" has become the standard, whereby in the 
various movements they customarily read the Haggadot that have been shaped by the movement 
philosophers and educators.  

Not by chance, the revolutionary textual fervor still prevails where there is still a collective 
avant-garde spirit - in the urban kibbutzim and communes. The last page of the book is devoted 
to such a Haggadah, written at an urban commune in Migdal Ha'emek in 2002: In this Haggadah 
there is a return of the revolutionary song "Our Face to the Rising Sun" that had been so common
in the kibbutz Haggadot of the 1940s and the 1950s, and alongside it there are texts that 
reinterpret the traditional texts in a current way.  

Tzur relates that "recently, I visited Givat Hakibbutzim in Rehovot, where two collectives of 
young people who are engaged in education live. And it turns out that this young group has 
already managed to put out three different Haggadot. The encounter of them was very moving, 
because they themselves did not know that they are part of a long tradition of writing new 
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Haggadot - that is, perhaps they knew in a general way but they were not actually familiar with 
this tradition."  

The four daughters  

Parallel to the waning of the revolutionary kibbutz Haggadah, in recent years a new genre of 
Haggadot has flourished: faithful to the traditional text but with various additions. Even among 
the religious public such Haggadot are not uncommon now. Thus, for example, three years ago 
the Israel Defense Forces Rabbinate issued an elaborate Haggadah in which, alongside the 
traditional text there are riddles, commentaries, Hassidic tales and even pictures from the IDF 
experience.  

But if the addition of traditional texts from later periods has already become commonplace even 
in the religious community, this year, in the spirit of the "new religiosity" that stretches the 
boundary between religious and secular identity, this genre has climbed another, daring rung.  

Mishael Zion, a graduate of the hesder yeshiva (combined religious study and military service 
program) at Ma'aleh Gilboa and his father Noam (who is associated with the Shalom Hartman 
Institute for Jewish studies) have published a Haggadah called Halayla hazeh ("This Night"). It is 
defined as "an Israeli Haggadah," accompanied by drawings by Michel Kichka; alongside the 
traditional text there are spring songs and a wide range of texts - from poet Haim Gouri and 
novelist Amos Oz to Czech writer Milan Kundera and black American leader Martin Luther 
King, and even a text by a female Conservative rabbi about the "four daughters" mentioned in 
the tradition.  
!
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Haggadat Kibbutz Yagur 1937   725( 9$.":'$5"  
Generously provided by David C. Jacobson, Brown University 

These materials may only be used for educational purposes and are not for reproduction or publication. 
 

For the Days of Siege and Blood !"#$%& '&(#% "#")  
Choir  Harvest is past, summer is gone, but we 
have not been saved. [Jeremiah 8:20] 
 
Individual Disaster overtakes disaster, for all 
the land has been ravaged.  Suddenly my tents have 
been ravaged, in a moment, my tent cloths. 
[Jeremiah 4:20]  Alas for me!  I faint before the 
killers. [Jeremiah 4:31]. 
 
Choir  Harvest is past, summer is gone, but we 
have not been saved. [Jeremiah 8:20] 
 
Individual  Many shepherds have 
destroyed my vineyard, have trampled my 
field, have made my delightful field a 
desolate wilderness. [Jeremiah 12:10] 
 
Choir  Harvest is past, summer is gone, but we 
have not been saved. [Jeremiah 8:20] 
 
Individual  Oh, that my head were water, my 
eyes a fount of tears.  Then I would week day and 
night, for the slain of my poor people. [Jeremiah 
8:23] 
 
Woman’s Voice  A cry is heard on a height, 
wailing, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her 
children.  She refuses to be comforted for her 
children who are gone. [Jeremiah 31:15] 
 
Choir  Restrain your voice from weeping, 
your eyes from shedding tears;  for there is a 
reward for your labor, they’ll return from the 
enemy’s land. [Jeremiah 31:16] 
 
Individual/Group  Comfort, oh comfort 
my people! [Isaiah 40:1]  Ascend a lofty 
mountain, O herald of joy to Zion!  Raise your 
voice with power O herald of joy to Jerusalem.  
Raise it, have no fear!  Announce to the cities of 
Judah [Isaiah 40:9]  I will bring them in from the 
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Haggadat Kibbutz HaBoneh  [Haderah] 1937   725( (#$.( 9$.":]('2)[  
Generously provided by David C. Jacobson, Brown University 

These materials may only be used for educational purposes and are not for reproduction or publication. 
 

How Is This Year Different From All 
Other Years? 

 %0,.0 %#!"0.% )1# &2% %0.%?  

For in all other years  we traveled securely 
on the roads of this land. 
 
This year – only crowded together in caravans, 
with policemen before us and behind us. 
 
For in all other years  night was for rest 
and the evening for discussion and mutual 
clarification. 
 
This year  night is for guarding our posts, and 
the evening is for training exercises and 
simulations. 
 
For in all other years  the crops grew 
according to the blessings of the heavens, for 
better or for worse, but for sure!  Trees grew in 
the orchard, flowered, and gave forth their 
produce, for sure… 
 
This year  the crops in our settlements’ fields 
were set on fire, and Jewish orchard’s trees were 
uprooted and destroyed – so utterly destroyed… 
 
For in all other years  we thought the 
British authorities controlled the land as they 
arrested every murderer or criminal and brought 
him to justice. 
 
This year  the armed gangs took control of our 
land with murder and destruction, they murdered 
a hundred Jewish souls and hundreds of dunam of 
planting – the shed blood cries out to heaven with 
no redeemer!  For the authorities have become 
too weak to arrest the murderers and no 
murderer receives his due. 
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northland, gather them from the ends of the earth, 
the blind and the lame among them, those with 
child and those in labor.  In a vast throng they 
will return here.  [Jeremiah 31:8] 
 
Choir  I will build you firmly again, O maiden 
Israel! [Jeremiah 31:4]  There is hope for your 
future, your children shall return to their country. 
[Jeremiah 31:17] 
 
Individual  You see the bad state we are in, 
Jerusalem lying in ruins and its gates destroyed by 
fire.  Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem 
and suffer no disgrace. [Nehemiah 2:18] 
 
Group  And we –  
 
Choir  Let us start building! [Nehemiah 2:18] 
 
Reading  When Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 
Arab heard, they mocked us and held us in 
contempt and said: [Nehemiah 2:19]  What are the 
miserable Jews doing? Can they revive those 
stones out of the dust heaps, burned as they are?! 
[Nehemiah 3:34] 
 
Choir  Those who were rebuilding the wall and 
the basket carriers burdened [Nehemiah 4:11] 
 
Individual  When Sanballat and Tobiah and the 
Arabs, the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard 
that healing had come to the walls of Jerusalem, 
that the breached parts had begun to be filled, it 
angered them very much, and they all conspired 
together to come and fight against Jerusalem.  
[Nehemiah 4:1-2] 
 
Group  And we set up a watch over them day 
and night. [Nehemiah 4:3]  
 
Choir  Those who were building the wall and the 
basket carriers burdened. [Nehemiah 4:11] 
 
Individual  From that day on –  
 
Choir  Doing work with one hand while the 
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other held a weapon.  As for the builders each 
had his sword girded at his side as he was building.  
[Nehemiah 4:11-12]  And so we worked on while 
half were holding lances, from the break of day 
until the stars appeared. [Nehemiah 4:15] 
 
Individuals and Choir  I further said to the 
people at that time:  Let every man with his 
servant lodge in Jerusalem, that we may use the 
night to stand guard and the day to work.  Nor did 
I, my brothers, my servants, or the guards 
following me ever take off our clothes. [Nehemiah 
4:16-17]  Let us start building! [Nehemiah 2:18] 
 

 
 

& !"$"+" ,&)&*%)%*#  !5  "7'+& &"(( 70.
!0*  :!"*%$'" ,$7. $#"*" $'0#$ %"& , (*"*( $#* $"($

 !$"($ '+%+– (-&*+ ; "%#&$ "'0#$ ")&$ "#& /"&$
"')& '%& '+%+( ,$#"25. !"1%6 $#)#& /"&  . )%.2

%2!2*%!  

 
  

2015 CIE/ISMI Teacher Enrichment Workshop on the History, Culture and Politics of Modern Israel 150

(c)2015 CIE. These materials are the intellectual property of CIE and are not for publication or distribution. Reproduction is allowed for classroom use only.



 

Haggadat Givat Brenner 1937   725( 9$.":'#'.  
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These are the words of the scroll of the 
ninth year: 

,"3".,% %0.% ,)"4# "'/$ %)-:  

And it came to pass  during this past year that the 
honor of the government was lessened in the eyes of the 
Arabs who dwell in this land and inciters arose among 
them and said: Let us cut off any memory of those who 
have returned from the exile who have become most 
mighty.  And it came to pass when they saw the 
limitation of the power of the government to find the 
criminals, gangs of robbers spread throughout the land.  
And the robbers ambushed innocent travelers and those 
who were working their land, uprooted trees and 
destroyed them.  Even striking at children and elders, 
even at the wisemen who studied their past, even at the 
doctors and nurses who tended their wounds.  The 
enemy’s sword did not return to its sheath even on the 
days of rest, it hovered over us and who knew when it 
would cease?  Even as their inciters declared a strike 
their deeds were many until the land became a 
devouring fire.   
 
Night and day we stood guard at night and watched over 
our work by day.  Even our wives and our youth among 
us carried the burden of guarding like men.  In the 
darkness of night our guards listened carefully to the 
silence.  And night after night we saw flames rise from 
the corners of the horizon.  But the enemy did not dare 
to approach our borders.  Did our white fortress, the 
fortress of peace and work, send its terror to the people 
of the wasteland?  And we were a wonder and an 
enigma, for the spirit of revenge did not move us and we 
controlled our spirit and learned self-restraint.  For we 
knew, as did all our brethren know, that only by means 
of work and productivity will we overcome.  On every 
home set fire we cried, “Brick have fallen, we’ll build 
with dressed stone.”  On every tree uprooted we 
vowewd, “Sycamores have been felled, we’ll frow cedars 
instead” [Isaiah 9:9]  And the enemy ceased its shipping 
work in the sea of Jaffa and declared to itself: May the 
work at the Jaffa port stop and we will prevent food 
from his mouth.  But the enemy did not understand that 
we increased our efforts and like all workers in the 
House of Judah we expanded our cultivated land and 
there was no shortage of food for the people.  And also 
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for the worker there was profit for he was paid for his 
work.  And also an outlet to the sea we opened for 
ourselves – and even if it is small today, who can foretell 
its end?  In the sea of Tel Aviv ships anchor and the 
youth of Judea bear on their shoulders from the produce 
of our land and from abroad.   
 
For the fountain of youth has exploded and revealed 
more than we imagined.  And when the people 
volunteered to build a port its young people volunteered 
to carry the yoke that they had not experienced.  And 
we were not missing among those who mastered the 
sea, for Givat Brenner did indeed send of its sons to 
work on the ships, for this has been our way always to 
shoulder the burden of all work of mastery that is 
necessary.   
 
And even in the midst of these difficult days many were 
released from the lands of the exile and to us they came.  
And we welcomed them with brotherly love and we 
taught them the ways of labor and guarding.  We 
certainly know that the enemy is still maliciously plotting 
– but our hand will not be weakened.  In this year we 
increased our planting in our settlement and our planting 
was a witness to our striking root here.  In the midst of 
these bloody days we have established a foundation for a 
large culture hall: a memorial to our dead and a tent of 
meeting for the living.  This year we will even complete 
our work in the field and add houses to our nine large 
houses.  Also a third well we will dig and there will not 
be a clod in our earth that will not be blessed with the 
blessing of water.  And as we accompany the youth who 
immigrated here, our young brothers, who were with us 
in our toil and on guard, we feel even more strongly our 
unity: The Hebrew worker wherever he is, from the 
foot of the Hermon and the Golan to the wasteland of 
Sodom on his guard will surely stand and despite 
opponents and enemies will march securely to additional 
acts of mastery.   
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“Let Us Remember” by Yaakov Fichman 
(1936) 

'&120\5#1"6 /*3"  

Let us remember those far away, abandoned 
Day and night even to the ends of the homeland 
Without protection and in the heart of terrors –  
Each brother alone, each point separated. 
 
Who innocently happens upon a path 
While the abode of brethren is so far and a hateful hand 
From behind every rock for his blood 
Invisibly waits in ambush, threatening. 
 
Each brother who goes in peace to his work –  
Who takes pity on his parched grain 
And goes early to his filed with his scythe; 
Who takes a lowing animal from the barn. 
 
Let us remember the toil of brethren abandoned, 
Each tender plan exposed to hostile uprooting; 
The wheat with no one to watch it turn golden, 
The barley will ripen for a hand that annihilates. 
 
Let us remember each hut of toil before the desert, 
Each meager tent and each far flung settlement; 
Each isolated driver who tarried, 
For whom is hidden the bullet of a murderous hand. 
 
Let us remember each drop of youthful blood, singing –  
Precious lives that fell on our high places; 
And may the and be sanctified that protects 
A small hut – the smallest of our guard houses! 
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“On the Slaughter” by H.N. Bialik  ) 73% 89" :+ ;< 7%\+.0 .*")-"/
  

Sky, have mercy on me! 
If there be in you a God and to that God a path 
And I have not found it –  
You pray for me! 
I – my heart’s dead and there’s no prayer left in my mouth 
And no strength and no hope any longer –  
How long, and until when, just how much longer? 
 
Hangman!  Here’s a neck – come kill! 
Crop me like a dog, you have the axe-arm, 
And all the earth is to me a block –  
And we – we are the few in number! 
My blood’s fair game – hack skull, let murder’s blood leap, 
The blood of suckling babe and sage is on your shirt 
And will not our for good, not for good. 
 
And if there is justice – let’s see it now! 
But if after my “cleansing” under this sky 
Justice comes –  
Let its chair be cast out for all time! 
And with the evil of all days the sky rot; 
You too go, fiends, in this viciousness here 
And in this blood live and give suck. 
 
And cursed be he who cries: vengeance! 
Such a vengeance, the vengeance for a small child’s blood 
—Satan himself never dreamed –  
And blood would fill all space! 
Blood will fill the dark abyss 
And eat away in darknesses and rot 
All the dark foundations of the earth. 
 
From: Atar Hadari, editor and translator, Songs from 

Bialik: Selected Poems of Hayim Nahman Bialik 
(Syracuse: Suracuse University Press, 2000), p. 11. 

 
 

2015 CIE/ISMI Teacher Enrichment Workshop on the History, Culture and Politics of Modern Israel 154

(c)2015 CIE. These materials are the intellectual property of CIE and are not for publication or distribution. Reproduction is allowed for classroom use only.



 

Excerpt from: 

The Hagaddah 

of  

Independence  
 

Written by Aaron Megged 

 

Graphic design: Baruch Oroner 

Photography: Y. Eizenshtock; R. Wisenshtein; Liaison unit to the media; C Pin; Y. Kloger; 

the Jewish National Fund. Jerusalem: Benno Rottenberg. 

 

 

Published by IDF General Headquarter/Personnel Department – Information branch 

1952 

 

Rights Reserved 

 

Printed at Moshe Shaham Printing LTD, Tel Aviv 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 CIE/ISMI Teacher Enrichment Workshop on the History, Culture and Politics of Modern Israel 155

(c)2015 CIE. These materials are the intellectual property of CIE and are not for publication or distribution. Reproduction is allowed for classroom use only.



 

 
 
 

Wherefore is this night 

different from all other nights? 

 

 Because we were slaves unto all countries and states from East where the 
sun is rising, to the West and they would torture us and persecute us and carry out 
pogroms against us, and we would say, one person to his brother: let us raise our heads 
and return to our homeland and cultivate our soil. The House of Jacob arise and go!  

And we departed from those places with our youth and the elderly, and with our women 
and babies. And if we were not to leave then we and our children and grandchildren 
would be subjugated to the Goyim until this day. (Singing) 

 

 Only few arrived initially to this land - one from a town and two who left their 
families, and we looked at the land and observed its ruins and wide spread desolation, its 
desert and its swamps and we started to plow, to plant seeds and to cultivate the land 
and we built villages in the Galilee, in Judea, in the valley and in the Negev. And we built 
cities on the mountains and along the shores so all would be our domain and for all who 
would follow us – the newcomers who were scattered in their  countries, and they would 
rejoice in the greening of the desert and in the flourishing of Aravah. (Singing) 

 

 And when the Arabs and all of the inhabitants of the desert watched us 
building homes and cultivating the arid soil and having our brethren coming from all 
countries to rejuvenate the land and to inherit it so that we bring peace and cure to the 
walls of Jerusalem, they have conspired to attack us and fight us and they said: Let us 
come upon them, kill them and stop them from continuing their work. And from that day 
on half of our people were doing the work and half were holding on firmly to their rifles 
– the constructors within the walls who carried the burden, had one hand working and 
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the other holding the rifle. And we have used the nights for guarding and the days for 
our labor.  (Singing) 

 

 Go and learn what the Arabs wished to do to us. While the rulers of all the 
nations wished to annihilate us in their own countries the Arabs wished to do the same 
to us in our own country, in Eretz Israel. But we stood up and countered their intentions 
as the saying goes: and God’s council was fulfilled.  

 

 And then we were subjected to the British who ruled the land with their 
commissioners and policemen who started to impede on our labor and close the gates of 
our country to prevent our brethren who were remnants from the strikes of swords to 
come and join us. And they brought fleets of battle ships to blockade our shores so that 
the ma’apilim (the newcomers) would not be able to reach them. And every ship of the 
ma’apilim that they captured they sent back to the Diaspora. And when the newcomers 
grew in large numbers the British sent them to the isle of punishment which was Cyprus.  

 

 It was in the middle of the night, the eve of November 29, 1947 when 
the nations of the world resolved that a Jewish State will be established for Am Israel in 
Eretz Israel. And every man and woman, the young, the elderly and the toddlers rushed 
to the streets, chanting and dancing and the country was Joyous and there was no such 
happy holiday since the Jews have departed from Egypt.  

 

All participants: 

Blessed is the one who keeps his promise to Israel 

The commander: 

To the lives of the pioneers of this land to its builders and its warriors! 

All participants: 
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Lechaim! 

(Drinking second cup) 

 

 The Torah speaks distinctly of the four different characters 
of the sons: The wise, the wicked, the naïve and the one who has no capacity to 
inquire. 

 

What says the wise one? What are the testimonies, the statutes, and judgments that 
our nation has been founded upon? 

Then you should instruct him the basic premises of the State: It is open to Jewish 
immigration, and to the gathering of exiles. It is concentrating on the development of the 
land for all its inhabitants and it is based on the principles of freedom, justice and peace 
as it has been envisioned by the prophets of Israel.  

 

What says the wicked one? What is the significance of this State to you? To “you”, 
but not to himself.  As such he excluded himself from the community, and rejected the 
essence of the significance of the State. You should retort back to him and say:  This is 
done so it is ours, ours but not his because if he were, then he would not be redeemed. 

 

What says the naive one?  What’s this? And you should respond: We have 
conquered this land with Aliya, labor and defense upon which we established the State.  

 

What says the one who has no capacity to inquire? You must begin the 
narration and tell him about the heroic undertaking of the people of our land – the old 
timers and the new ones who done this together…. 
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…These are the twelve plagues that the IDF brought upon our enemies 
in the War of Independence:The Nachshon Operation, the Yiftach Operation, the 
Ben-Ami Operation, the Yoav Operation, the Hiram Operation, the Lott Operation, the 
Chametz Operation, the Danny Operation, the Dekel Operation, the Assaf Operation, 
the Chorev Operation and the Uvdah Operation 

 

Here are some of the abundant favors 

 that the IDF hath upon us 

 

If it had pushed the enemy away and not inflicted many punishments on him 

 – It would have been sufficient 

If it inflicted many casualties on him and did not conquer his fortresses 

 – It would have been sufficient 

If it had conquered its fortresses and not penetrated its borders 

 – It would have been sufficient  

If it penetrated its borders and not scattered the enemy away in every direction 

 – It would have been sufficient 

If we scattered the enemy and did not establish our Infantry forces 

 – It would have been sufficient 
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Haggadot!Worksheet!

Choose!one!of!the!excerpts!from!the!Passover!Haggadot!from!1930"1949!and!answer!the!
following!questions:!

1.!!Based!on!the!text,!what!are!the!obstacles!facing!Zionists!at!the!time!it!was!written?!!What!
are!the!triumphs!and!tribulations!described!in!your!excerpt?!

2.!!Compare!this!excerpt!to!an!original!Passover!Haggadah.!!Can!you!identify!which!part!of!the!
original!the!rewritten!version!comes!from?!!How!is!the!message!of!this!passage!similar!to!the!
message!of!the!corresponding!part!of!the!original!Haggadah?!

3.!!!Make!a!table!comparing!the!history!of!Passover!to!the!history!of!modern!Israel.!!Find!as!
many!similarities!and!differences!as!possible.!

4.!!Speculate!as!to!what!the!kibbutzim’s!intentions!were!in!rewriting!the!Haggadah.!!Can!you!
empathize!with!the!Zionists!for!doing!so!or!do!you!believe!the!Haggadah!is!sacred!and!should!
not!be!tampered!with?!

5.!!How!is!the!excerpt!a!reflection!of!Zionist!culture!and!ideology?!

6.!!Choose!one!section!of!the!Haggadah!and!rewrite!it!as!though!you!were!a!Zionist!settler!living!
in!Eretz!Yisrael!at!that!time.!

!

Now!share!your!answers!with!another!group.!!What!can!you!deduce!about!the!role!of!the!
Kibbutzim!and!the!Haganah!during!the!1930s!and!1940s?!

!

Experiential!ideas:!

1.!!Build!a!model!of!a!“Tower!and!Stockade”!settlement!using!glue!and!popsicle!sticks.!

2.!!Go!on!a!shabbaton!and!build!a!camp,!based!on!the!structure!of!“Tower!and!Stockade”!(using!
logs,!ropes,!hammers!and!nails).!!Then!divide!the!group!into!guard!shifts!and!take!turns!during!
the!night!manning!the!tower!and!patrolling!the!perimeter.!!!

3.!!Role"play!a!Kibbutz!member!meeting!discussing!measures!to!ensure!security!of!members,!
property!and!caravans.!

4.!!Sing/chant!a!new!class"designed!Mah!Nishtanah.!
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