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1909

Hashomer was founded to protect the Jewish population in Palestine. At the time, 
the biggest priority was to protect Jewish settlers from local Arab thieves as Israel 
was not a state and did not have a national military. 



1920-1948

Under British rule, Haganah, Palmach, and many other small forces defended the 
Jewish population. Many different groups had their own defense until the 
establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 when all these groups ended. 



1948

On May 28, 1948, as Israel’s neighbors attacked the newly established country, 
David Ben Gurion and the provisional government established the Israel Defense 
Forces. 



1950s

As Israel was a small country needing all the military help it could get, military 
service is forced for all citizens with some rare exemptions. During the 1950s, 
many immigrants came to Israel and joined the IDF. The army helped many 
different groups of Jews integrate into Israeli society, making the IDF the melting 
pot of Israel society. 



Today

The IDF continues to defend Israel as one of the strongest militaries in the world, 
especially considering the size and population of Israel.  
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