ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES
CASE LEARNING ACTIVITY
BUILDING THE STATE: KEREN HAYESOD POSTERS, 1942

LESSON OVERVIEW

Established in July 1920 at the World Zionist Conference in London, Keren Hayesod (The Foundation Fund) was created to
raise funds to finance immigration and development in Eretz Yisrael in order to lay the groundwork for the Jewish state.

In December 1920, the first Keren Hayesod manifesto declared, “No casual charity will suffice. The exceptional effort which
is called for today must take the form of self-taxation — steady, persistent, systematic; inspired by the noble tradition of the
tithe. There is no State. The appeal that is about to be made is to the Jewish conscience, and is justified by no power or
compulsion; but no Jew worthy of the name will, at this solemn moment, take the responsibility of sheltering himself
behind the powerlessness of his people.” (My World as a Jew: The Memoirs of Israel Goldstein, Volume 2; 1984, p. 200)

Keren Hayesod embarked on a global fundraising campaign which raised $143 million between 1920 and the establishment
of Israel in 1948. In addition, 257 settlements were built with Keren Hayesod’s resources during that time. On top of its
global fundraising campaign, Keren Hayesod also worked with the Jewish Agency to promote, through propaganda, settlers
in the yishuv to contribute to special emergency tax campaigns which assisted in the work of settling immigrants and
providing for the poor. Throughout the pre-State period, Keren Hayesod developed a series of posters aimed at
encouraging participation in the “duty” of contributing to the emergency tax fund.

This lesson will feature an examination of two Keren Hayesod posters from 1942 to give student’s greater understanding of
the financial needs of the pre-State community and some of the means employed to accomplish those needs.

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
Participation in community requires certain obligations and duties.
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

e Why was an emergency tax campaign necessary in 1942?
e How did Keren Hayesod encourage participation in the emergency tax campaign?
e Can propaganda be an effective tool for mobilizing participation?

OBIECTIVES:
Students will:

e Analyze two posters
e Be able to articulate why there was an emergency tax campaign in 1942
e Create their own poster to galvanize support for a community/school initiative

TiME RECOMMENDED:
1 45 Minute Sessions

GRADE LEVEL:
Fourth Grade and up

ASSESSMENT:

Students will create their own nosters to galvanize sunoort for a communitv initiative
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ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:

Activity One: The posters

1. Begin by dividing the class into small groups and either distributing copies of the posters to the class, or by
displaying them on the whiteboard or elsewhere in the classroom. You could also divide the class into two groups
and assign each group one of the posters to analyze and then report back to the other group.

a. Poster #1 - Fulfill Your Emergency Tax Obligation, designed by Lippmann, Rothschild, and Zabadi

Translation: Do your emergence tax duty. Community Campaign for Soldiers Families

b. Poster #2 - And You? Have You Fulfilled Your Emergency Tax Obligation?, designed by Lippmann,
Rothschild and Zabadi

Translation: And You? Have you fulfilled your emergency tax duty?

Depending on the student’s level of Hebrew, you may want to provide translation for some or all of the words —
or distribute a vocabulary list of words that they may not be familiar with.
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ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:

2. Allow 10-15 minutes for students to analyze and discuss the posters in their groups. Some sample questions
that you may want to have students address, include:

a.
b.
c.

d.

What is the message of the poster? How does it deliver the message?
What symbols/imagery does the poster use?
When do they think that the posters were created and why?

Do you think the poster is effective?

Activity Two: Keren Hayesod and the emergency Tax Campaigns

1. Explain that these posters were created by an organization called Keren Hayesod that was established in
1920 in London and moved the Jerusalem in 1926. The taxes that they were encouraging people to
contribute to were unique in that they were not being collected by an official government, nor was there any
way for their collection to be enforced

Ask students, based on these two posters:

a. What do they think was the mission of Keren Hayesod?
b. What types of needs do you think Keren Hayesod and the emergency tax provided for?

c. How did these actions help to build and develop the State of Israel? Especially since the collection of
these taxes was not really enforceable? How did the Jewish experience in the Diaspora contribute to
the success of this system?

d. What was happening in 1942 that would create the need for these types of emergency campaigns?

2. After students have hypothesized about the need for communal emergency taxes in 1942, have them look at
the two articles below. Were they correct in their hypotheses?

Assessment: Students will create their own posters to galvanize support for a community initiative

Selecting an issue that is relevant to the class, school, or community, students will create their own posters to
mobilize participation in their project. Ideally this should be done as a class activity, with the class selecting one
campaign and then creating multiple posters to support their activity.
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